The effect of calcium channel modulators on blood pressure and pressor responses to noradrenaline in the guinea-pig.
Selective L-type voltage-operated calcium channel (VOCC) antagonists nicardipine, diltiazem and verapamil all produced pronounced falls in mean arterial blood pressure (MAP) in the anaesthetized artificially ventilated guinea-pig. This fall in MAP was associated with a significant reduction of the pressor response induced by i.v. noradrenaline. omega-Conotoxin GVIA (CgTx) a preferential N-type VOCC antagonist produced a significant time-dependent fall in MAP, similar in magnitude to the L-type VOCC antagonist, but did not affect the noradrenaline-induced pressor responses.